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Teaching guide
educational



About the Book
Wanda desperately wants to be brave like 
her big brother Zane, but it’s not easy. 
When the Coaster of Doom opens at the 
local amusement park, Wanda is determined 
to show her brave. With all eyes on her, 
Wanda must find the confidence to be her 
own kind of Brave. Mixing humor with 
themes of self-awareness and responsible 
decision making, author Janet Sumner 
Johnson shows the importance of thinking 
for yourself, being confident in your own 
beliefs, and accepting differences in others. 
Johnson proves that everyone has their 
own kind of brave, and that’s totally okay.

About the Author
JANET SUMNER JOHNSON
Janet Sumner Johnson has been writing for as 
long as she can remember. She bakes a mean 
cinnamon twist and eats way more cookies than 
are good for her. Though her full-time 
occupation as Mom takes most of her time, she 
sneaks in writing at night when her inner funny 
bone is fully unleashed. Janet lives in Utah with 
her husband and three kids.

Pre-reading activities
Before reading Braver than Brave consider 
the following activities to engage your 
readers.
1. Take a picture walk of the story, 

flipping each page and pointing out the 
illustrations. Encourage students to 
predict what will happen in the story.

2. Host a class-wide discussion about the 
title. Why did the author choose that 
title? What might we be reading about?

3. Create a mind map to record what 
students already know about the word 
BRAVERY.
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Social / Emotional
Brave puzzle

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
Show how different bravery can be for each 
person with this interactive social-emotional 
activity. Students will use the puzzle pieces to 
draw and/or write about how they show 
bravery. After cutting their pieces apart, 
they’ll have a partner put their puzzle 
together and discuss the pieces. Cover a 
range of speaking and listening  standards with 
this fun project!

Writing
Acrostic poem

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
In the story, we learn that what’s brave for 
one person looks different for another. For 
example, one person may show bravery by  
going in the basement by themselves, while 
another may show bravery by speaking in 
front of a crowd of people. In this acrostic 
poem activity, students will write about how 
they can be brave, using each letter from the 
word BRAVERY. Students will enjoy this creative 
writing activity that allows them to think about 
a central concept from the story. Younger 
students may complete the acrostic poem 
with their teacher as a whole group.

Social / Emotional
Bravery Bingo

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
Practice being brave with this bravery bingo 
board! Review the ways students can be 
brave in the backmatter section of Braver 
than Brave. Encourage students to show 
acts of bravery by completing the bingo 
boxes. Once they complete three in a row 
(horizontally, vertically, or diagonally) they 
can treat themselves in a special way!  

Educational activities
Braver than Brave is an important story with a social-emotional theme. The inquiry-driven 
activities in this guide apply to a variety of content areas and educational standards. They 
may be used for a range of learners and are aligned to the CCSS and NGSS.
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Writing
A LETTER TO ME…

Target Grade Range: 1st – 5th Grade
In this literacy activity, students will write a 
reflective letter to themselves, explaining 
what it takes to be brave. Students will find 
that their letter may be completely 
different than a friend’s. Sharing letters 
drives home the message in the story…
that what’s brave for one person is likely 
different than what’s brave for another.  
The differentiated graphic organizers and 
writing papers support a wide range of 
learners. 

English Language Arts
Problem & solution

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
In Braver than Brave, Wanda experiences a 
clear problem. As with any story, every 
problem has a solution. Explore Wanda’s big 
problem and how she works to solve it. 
Students may find that there‘s more than one 
problem in the story. Or they may use a 
character other than Wanda to consider a 
totally different problem in the story. Students 
can draw a creative picture to go along with 
their thoughts, using their favorite art supply. 
The graphic organizers have differentiated 
lined paper, appropriate for students in a 
range of grade levels.STEAM

Design a roller coaster

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
In this STEM challenge, students will design 
and build a roller coaster using materials 
given to them. They’ll follow the engineering 
design process and brainstorm, plan, design, 
observe, and reflect on their findings. This 
STEAM activity can be differentiated for 
older and younger learners. If you’re choosing 
to use this activity with K-2nd grade 
students, it may be beneficial to skip the 
drawing and writing paper and allow students 
to simply create. See the lesson for a list of 
specific materials.

Educational activities
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Braver than Brave is an important story with a social-emotional theme. The inquiry-driven 
activities in this guide apply to a variety of content areas and educational standards. They 
may be used for a range of learners and are aligned to the CCSS and NGSS.



English Language Arts
Heart of the story

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
Students will explore the important 
message of the story with this activity. 
They’ll use evidence from the text to 
support their thinking about what they 
believe the message or lesson is – the 
heart of the story. Then, they can add a 
picture inside the heart. The graphic 
organizers have differentiated lined paper, 
appropriate for students in a range of 
grade levels.

Art
Roller Coaster art

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
What better way to celebrate this 
important story than with an art project? 
Copy craft templates on colored 
construction paper or white paper for 
students to color and decorate. They cut 
apart the roller-coaster templates and  
assemble the project according to the 
pictures on the direction page. This art 
project also allows an opportunity for 
students to reflect and write about what it 
means to be brave. 

Educational activities

Re
so

u
rc

es
 d

es
ig

n
ed

 b
y
:
th

e
 s

u
n
n
y
 s

id
e

Author- Janet Sumner Johnson Illustrator- Eunji Jung Publisher - Capstone Editions, a Capstone imprint 

Braver than Brave is an important story with a social-emotional theme. The inquiry-driven 
activities in this guide apply to a variety of content areas and educational standards. They 
may be used for a range of learners and are aligned to the CCSS and NGSS.



Social / emotional

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1

You will need:
• White or colored copy paper
• Pencils

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the BRAVERY BINGO board on white or colored copy paper.
2. Explain that in the story, Wanda was BRAVE.
3. Ask students about times in their lives when they’ve felt BRAVE and document 

student thinking on the white board.
4. Discuss that what’s brave for one person might be totally different for another 

person.
5. Distribute the bingo boards and explain that students will need to complete the 

FREE SPACE first by writing about a time when THEY’VE shown bravery.
6. Then, explain that students should find a friend that’s shown bravery by doing 

one of the brave actions in one of the boxes. That friend will write their name in 
a box. 

7. When students connect three boxes (across, up and down, or diagonally) they’ll 
earn a BINGO. As a fun challenge, encourage students fill their entire BIINGO board.

8. Then, encourage students to share with others either in partnerships or as a 
whole group.

9. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete this 
activity as a whole group in class together.

activity
BRAVERY BINGO
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Bravery Bingo
Name: __________________

Tried a new 
food.

Told a loved 
one why 
they’re 

important to 
you.

Found a new 
hobby you 

enjoy.

Spoke in 
front of a 
group of 
people.

Free space
Write how you’ve shown 

bravery in this box. Made a new 
friend.

Went into the 
basement by 

yourself.

Rode your 
book down a 

big hill.

Tried a new 
sport.

Author- Janet Sumner Johnson Illustrator- Eunji Jung Publisher - Capstone Editions, a Capstone imprint 

Find a friend that’s shown bravery by doing one of the brave actions listed in 
one of the boxes. That friend will write their name in a box. Earn a IBINGO when 

you connect three boxes in a row (across, up and down, or diagonally). As a fun 
challenge, try to fill your entire BINGO board!



Social / emotional

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1

You will need:
• White or colored copy paper
• Pencils
• Art Supplies (crayons or colored pencils)
• Scissors

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the BRAVERY PUZZLE on white copy paper..
2. As a class, define bravery (bravery is having courageous behavior and 

the willingness to try difficult things).
3. Explain that one person’s bravery might look very different from 

another persons. 
4. Distribute the BRAVERY PUZZLES and ask students to write and/or draw 

examples of them showing bravery.
5. When the puzzle is complete, they will cut the puzzle pieces out.
6. Then, allow students an opportunity to trade their puzzle with a friend 

and share about what makes them brave.
7. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to 

complete this activity by having students draw pictures rather than 
write.

activity
BRAVE PUZZLE
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Bravery Puzzle
Name: __________________

What’s BRAVE for one person is different for another.! Draw pictures in the puzzle pieces of 
you doing things that you consider to be brave. Then, cut out & have a friend put together 

your puzzle!
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Writing activity

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Art Supplies (crayons or colored pencils)
• Glue sticks
• Large colored construction paper

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the ACROSTIC poem template on white copy paper.
2. Discuss with students what makes them BRAVE.
3. Brainstorm a list of potential words/phrases that students could use in their 

ACROSTIC poems and record them on the white-board.
4. Encourage students to capture how they can show bravery by writing an 

ACROSTIC poem and drawing a picture to go along with the poem.
5. Remind students that an acrostic poem must use each letter in the word 

that’s written vertically. The sentence or phrase should begin with each 
letter listed and should also relate to the topic.

6. After writing their acrostic poem and illustrating, they should glue both 
pages to a larger piece of construction paper (12x18).

7. Finally, have students share their poems with their classmates.
8. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete 

this activity by having students draw pictures rather than write.

ACROSTIC POEM
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_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________

B
R
A
V
E
R

Resources designed by: the sunny side

I CAN SHOW…

Name: __________________

Y

Think about how you can show bravery.. Use the first letter of each line to write a word or phrase 
that shows bravery. For example,  B – Believing in myself helps me be brave!

Acrostic Poem

Author- Janet Sumner Johnson Illustrator- Eunji Jung Publisher - Capstone Editions, a Capstone imprint 



Name: __________________
Resources designed by: the sunny side

BEING BRAVE!
A picture of me
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Writing activity

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils

Step by step to do list:
1. Decide which differentiated writing paper works best for your 

students and copy on white paper.
2. Discuss with students how they can show bravery.
3. Distribute the graphic organizers and writing paper to students.
4. Encourage students to write a letter to themselves, reminding 

them how to be brave.
5. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to 

complete this activity as a whole group or by having students 
draw pictures rather than write.

A LETTER TO ME…
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A Letter to me…
Name: __________________

_______________

___________________,

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________   

___________________,

___________________
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Name: __________________

,

,

Author- Janet Sumner Johnson Illustrator- Eunji Jung Publisher - Capstone Editions, a Capstone imprint 

A Letter to me…

Resources designed by: the sunny side



Standards:
NGSS: 3-5-ETS1-1.
NGSS: 3-5-ETS1-2.
NGSS: 3-5-ETS1-3.

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Art Supplies (crayons or colored pencils)
• For each group: Pipe cleaners, paper clips, cardstock, popsicle sticks, 

playdough, tape, marbles, etc.

Step by step to do list:
1. Decide student groups prior to this activity (groups of no more than 4 

students generally work best).
2. Copy the STEAM activity page on white copy paper
3. Gather the listed supplies above.
4. Explain that the goal today is to design and build a brand-new roller 

coaster.
5. Distribute the STEAM page to students and allow them an opportunity 

to draw their ideal coaster.
6. (Optional) Give each group the materials they need and allow time to 

create, using ideas from each group member’s design.
7. Reflect on the STEAM experiment and allow students an opportunity to 

write about it on the differentiated lined paper.
8. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to 

complete this activity as a whole group or by having students draw 
pictures rather than write.

STEAM activity
DESIGN A ROLLER COASTER
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Design a New 
What materials will you use?

Name: __________________

ROLLER COASTER

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Draw a picture of your roller coaster.
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____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Name: __________________
Resources designed by: the sunny side

Write about your roller coaster on the lines below.

Author- Janet Sumner Johnson Illustrator- Eunji Jung Publisher - Capstone Editions, a Capstone imprint 

Design a New 
ROLLER COASTER



Name: __________________
Resources designed by: the sunny side

Author- Janet Sumner Johnson Illustrator- Eunji Jung Publisher - Capstone Editions, a Capstone imprint 

Write about your roller coaster on the lines below.

Design a New 
ROLLER COASTER



English / language

PROBLEM & SOLUTION

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.1

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Art Supplies (crayons or colored pencils)

Step by step to do list:
1. Decide which differentiated worksheets work best for your students.
2. Copy the PROBLEM AND SOLUTION graphic organizers on white copy paper.
3. Brainstorm with students a problem that was encountered by Wanda and 

how that problem was solved.
4. Students should write about a problem, a solution to the problem, and then 

draw a picture to go along with their thoughts.
5. Allow students an opportunity to share with other students in class.
6. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete 

this activity as a whole group or use the graphic organizer with blank boxes 
for students to draw rather than write.

Arts activity
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Name: __________________

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Problem

Problem & Solution

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Write about a problem and solution in the story. Then, draw a picture to go along with 
your sentences.

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Solution

Draw a picture!
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Name: __________________

Problem

Problem & Solution

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Write about a problem and solution in the story. Then, draw a picture to go along with 
your sentences.

Solution
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Draw a picture!



Name: __________________

Problem

Problem & Solution

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Write about a problem and solution in the story. Then, draw a picture to go along with 
your sentences.

Solution

Author- Janet Sumner Johnson Illustrator- Eunji Jung Publisher - Capstone Editions, a Capstone imprint 

Draw a picture!



English / language

STORY THEME

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.2

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Art Supplies (crayons or colored pencils)

Step by step to do list:
1. Decide which differentiated lined paper works best for your students.
2. Copy the HEART OF THE STORY graphic organizers on white copy paper.
3. As a class discuss how finding the heart of a story is determining what the 

author hopes to teach you after having read. We can also think of the 
lesson.

4. Brainstorm the heart of the story using evidence from the text to support 
their thinking (e.g., if the heart of the story is all about being courageous, 
then the evidence from the story should show how the author hopes to 
teach you a lesson in being brave).

5. Write the author’s lesson on the lines and draw a picture to show the 
lesson in the heart. 

6. Allow students an opportunity to share with other students in class.
7. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete 

this activity as a whole group or encourage students to draw rather than 
write.

Arts activity
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Art activity

Standards:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.5

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Crayons / colored pencils / markers
• Scissors
• Colored construction paper (assorted bright colors)

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the roller coaster templates on coordinating construction paper 

or on white copy paper for students to color.
2. Show students the picture samples.
3. Have students cut out the templates and glue the pieces together to 

create a rollercoaster.
4. Assemble and glue the templates according to the pictures.
5. Then, have students reflect on what they’ve learned after reading 

the story (you can prompt them to think about what being brave 
means to them) and respond on the lines.

6. Students should glue the roller coaster pieces at the top of a piece 
of cardstock or scrapbook paper and glue the written prompt to the 
bottom.

7. If time allows, students can draw and color pictures of themselves 
being brave on the roller coaster cars.

ROLLER COASTER ART
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Roller coaster

Copy roller coaster 
templates on 
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Roller Coaster templates
Copy on white construction paper.
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Roller Coaster templates
Copy on bright colored construction paper.
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Resources designed by: the sunny side

What it Means
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Credits page
The author – Janet Sumner Johnson
Janet Sumner Johnson lives in northern Utah 
with her husband, three kids, and a dog. As a kid, 
she loved riding roller coasters, but refused to 
enter Haunted Houses (she still won’t!). When 
she’s not writing or planning her next book, Janet 
loves eating cookies, laughing, and going on long 
walks. Sometimes she even does all three at 
once! She is the author of the middle grade novel 
The Last Great Adventure of the PB&J Society, 
the picture book Help Wanted: Must Love Books, 
The Recess Genius series, and more. You can 
learn more about her and her books at 
janetsumnerjohnson.com.

Connect with Janet
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The Sunny Side
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https://mollyippolitowrites429922845.wordpress.com/
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